KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

LIBRARY SERVICE

heLocal Studies Department of Kilkenny County Coun- :

cil Library Service is aresearch and reference section

that is home to many Kilkenny-related collections. We

offer access to items relating to Kilkenny's rich history,
heritage, folklore and traditions.

Located in Library Headquarters, John s

Green House, our Local Studies Depart-
ment is open from 9:00am -1:00pm &
2:00 - 5:00pm from Monday to Friday.
Appointments can be made by phone at
056-779 4160, or email Istudies@kilken-
nylibrary.ie. Local Studies staff can assist
you in the use of our resources, can offer
advice and point you in the right direction
on your research journey.

Originally located on John's Quay, then
Rose Inn Street, and today situated in
John's Green House, the Local Studies
Department has grown considerably
over the last 40 years in terms of size
and resources. Of course, in those days
there was no internet or Library Com-
puter System, with access only to books,
maps, newspapers files and our microfilm
machines.

Since then we have expanded our col-
lections considerably to include a digital
archive, newspapers on microfilm and
online, collections of photographs, trade
directories, postcards, digitised journals, a
website, a social media presence, dedicat-
ed staff and so much more. But regardless
of our online presence, we still have many
collections that are only available to view
in person here in John's Green House.
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Our Kilkenny Collection includes

books by Kilkenny born authors, and .
authors who wrote about Kilkenny, per- |

onages and subjects with Kilkenny con
nections. We offer online access to local
and national newspapers through th

rish Newspaper Archives. As well as this
we have a collection of local newspaper:
from the 18th century to the present day
on microfilm.

We have Census Records from 1901and

911 on microfilm. We also have survivin,
fragments of the census for Kilkenny fo!

821, 1841 and 1851. Census records can
often prove to be quite helpful in you

amily history search as they can often
provide a starting point for your research
We hold Roman Catholic records, i
Baptisms and Marriage records for thi
Diocese of Ossory on microfilm.

We have an extensive archive collec
ion located off-site which is for referenc:
only. The list of what is available can b
ound on our website: www.kilkennyli
brary.ie and requests for viewing thes
tems can be placed with the Local Stud
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We also have a digital archive availabl
online: digital-archive kilkenny.ie/ . Thi
archive gives an insight into the collec
tions of images and recordings held by th
library such as the Decade of Centenarie
resources, Kilkenny Shopfronts Through
the Ages collection which is a collection
of photographs of the shopfronts in each
street in central Kilkenny City coverin;
the period between the late 20th centur
and the present. The material provide
photographic evidence of Kilkenny's ev:
er-changing streetscape and shopfront
through the year

We also have arich oral history collec
tion as we have been involved in man
oral hlstory projectsbothin Kllkenny and
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ple’s lives and experiences in Kilkenny.
Our collections include the Irish Life &
Lore collection which focuses on inter-
views with Kilkenny craftspeople and
forgotten skills, and the roles of Kilken-
ny women in society; the Clara parish
collection, focusing on the lives and ex-
periences from the Clara community;

and the UCD Folklore collection which
dates from the 1930s and is made up of
family histories, ghost stores, food prepa-
ration and agricultural practises detailed
by primary school students from across
the county (alist of the schools involved
can be found on our website).

The Graiguenamanagh Memories collection is a project where Kilkenny
Library has worked with the local community in partnership with Kilkenny
Leader to collect and make images accessible to all. This archive aims to gather
information and safeguard photos and preserve images. Digitising collections
like these is particularly important as it ensures that they are freely available for
future generations.

Our Local Studies Department is actively working with people, groups, commu-
nities and organisations to collect, preserve, digitise and share collections of local
and national interest, because this is important to make our unique, rich & colourful

history accessible for future generations.




